
 

PEP 2025 Policy Conference to Tackle Financing and Inclusivity for Green Energy 
Transitioning in the Global South 

Nairobi, Kenya — June 11, 2025 — The Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP) will 
convene its 2025 Annual Policy Conference in Nairobi under the theme: 
“Financing and Inclusivity in Green Energy Transitioning in the Global South.” 

The conference comes at a critical juncture: while recent global agreements 
have pledged climate finance to help developing countries transition away 
from fossil fuels, available resources remain insufficient, and shifting geopolitical 
dynamics threaten further progress. The conference aims to advance dialogue 
on how limited financial resources can drive the most equitable improvements 
in well-being — ensuring that the transition to clean energy leaves no one 
behind. 

The full-day event will bring together leading researchers, policymakers, private 
sector actors, and development partners to share cutting-edge findings, 
external perspectives, and actionable policy recommendations. Discussions will 
explore innovative financing mechanisms, local realities of clean energy 
adoption, and strategies to foster an inclusive green transition — especially for 
women, youth, and marginalized communities. 

Ensuring that no one is left behind in the global shift toward green energy is both 
a moral and economic imperative,” said Professor Jane Kabubo-Mariara, 
Executive Director of PEP. “Our goal is to foster a balanced, evidence-driven 
conversation that reflects the unique contexts and realities of countries in the 
Global South — with a particular focus on the inclusion of women, youth, and 
marginalized communities.” 

• The Sustainability Performances, Evidence, and Scenarios (SPES) project, 
funded by the EU Horizon Europe program, a collaboration between 12 
institutions, and in which PEP  

• Joint PEP–Environment for Development (EfD) research on the uptake of 
low-carbon technologies by rural MSMEs and in agriculture in Burkina Faso, 

https://www.pep-net.org/about-pep


Kenya, Uganda, and Vietnam — with particular attention to gender 
inclusion and the role of women and youth in shaping sustainable and 
equitable energy transitions. This work is supported by the International 
Development Research Centre.  

• Center for Global Development (CGD)-supported studies, in collaboration 
with PEP, on innovative financing mechanisms for green transitions in 
Pakistan and South Africa, with a focus on the role multilateral 
development banks can play while ensuring inclusivity.  

• In addition to these PEP-supported and partner-led initiatives, the 
conference integrates external expertise and complementary 
perspectives to enrich the discussions. Panelists include researchers and 
practitioners affiliated with parallel CEDCA cohorts and programmes, 
independent institutions, and public-private actors. 
 

• The conference will feature a keynote address by Dr. Simone Borghesi, 
Director, FSR– Climate, European University Institute, which is a SPES 
consortium partner, President of the European Association of Environmental 
and Resource Economists (EAERE) and a leading expert on climate 
economics and sustainable development. 

Panel Discussions & Speakers 

Panel 1: Challenges in financing and implementing green energy infrastructure 
unique to the Global South 

Panelists: 

• Muhammad Zeshan, Research Fellow, Pakistan Institute of Development 
Economics; PEP Research Fellow 

• Professor Adeola Adenikinju, Professor of Economics, University of Ibadan, 
Nigeria; PEP Research Fellow 

• Bhim Adhikari, Senior Program Specialist, International Development 
Research Centre (IDRC) 

• Elizabeth Njenga, General Manager, Business Development, KenGen 
(Kenya Electricity Generating Company) 

 



Panel 2: Towards a “just green transition” — integrating national realities and 
inclusivity 

Panelists: 

• Sim Sokcheng, Senior Research Fellow, and Director at the Center for Policy 
Research in Agriculture and Rural Development at the Cambodia Development 
Research Institute 

• Aisha Nanyiti, Lecturer, Makerere University, Uganda; PEP Researcher 
• Joanes Atela, Executive Director, African Research Impact Network 
• Ann Kingiri, Principal Research Fellow and Director of Research and 

Innovation, African Centre for Technology Studies 

We invite you to join the conversation online--- livestreamed via PEP’s YouTube 
channel . The outcomes of the conference will also be shared online to support 
broader learning and collaboration on inclusive green energy transitions across 
the Global South. 

For more information or media inquiries, please contact: 
 Joy Baiye, Communications Officer, Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP) 
 Email: joy.baiye@pep-net.org 
Read more at: Policy Conference News story 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@PEPvideochannel
https://www.youtube.com/@PEPvideochannel
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