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Instructions to Presenters and Discussants at the 2025 PEP Annual 
Conference 
AFEP session 

 

Session: Monday, June 9, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
 

10:00 - 
10:20 

COFFEE BREAK 

 Chair: Ingrid Woolard 
10:30 a.m. Long-term impact of television usage in the classroom: evidence from 

the PETV program in Côte d’Ivoire (paper) 

Presenter: Michel Armel Ndayikeza 

Michel Armel NDAYIKEZA is a lecturer at the University of Burundi, in the 
Department of Economics, and the Dean of Faculty of Economics and 
Management. He obtained his PhD in Economics from the University of Clermont 
Auvergne, CERDI. His research focuses on development economics, particularly 
labor and education, using experimental and quasi-experimental methods. In 
2021, Michel was a visiting scholar at the University of California, Berkeley, as a 
CEGA Fellow. He has published in leading journals including The Journal of 
Development Economics and Defence and Peace Economics. Michel is a 
member of the Network of Impact Evaluation Researchers in Africa (NIERA). Since 
2023, he has been contributing as an education economist to the monitoring of 
the "Twige Neza" project led by the Ministry of Education in Burundi, funded by the 
Global Partnership for Education and the French Development Agency. Michel 
has conducted several studies and missions in Burundi in collaboration with 
national and international institutions, including the Education Development 
Center, the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations 
Children's Fund.  

Peer discussant: Manuella Ndjakwa 

Mentor discussant: Dr. Sahawal Alidou 

 

Q&A from floor 
10:55 a.m. The impact of an early grade reading intervention on long-term 

learning: Evidence from South Africa’s Early Grade Reading Study 
(EGRS) (paper) 

Presenter: Zamangwe Zwane 

Zamangwe Zwane is a Research Associate in the Research Coordination, 
Monitoring and Evaluation Unit at the Department of Basic Education in South 
Africa. She has played a key role in supporting the development of the Early 
Grade Reading Benchmarks for the South African Languages of Learning, 

https://ulavaldti.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/PEP/Documents%20partages/002-%20General%20administration%20-%20AGM/2025%20AGM/PAPERS%20presentation/AFEP/AFEP%20WP-Michel%20Armel%20Ndayikeza_v2.docx?d=w5dc4c2f508524f569f01bada9e8ecbf8&csf=1&web=1&e=XLoxWg
https://ulavaldti.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/PEP/Documents%20partages/002-%20General%20administration%20-%20AGM/2025%20AGM/PAPERS%20presentation/AFEP/AFEP%20Work-in-Progress%20Report_23%2005%2025%20Zamangwana.docx?d=w7e3fc85bc7124087aa4bbdf5ee52e072&csf=1&web=1&e=CdZ2Cu
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Teaching and Assessment (LoLTA) and is actively involved in several large-scale 
research projects aimed at enhancing education policy within the department. 
Zamangwe holds a Master's degree in Economics from the University of Pretoria. 
Her research interests are Impact Evaluation, Intergenerational Mobility, Human 
Capital Development, and the Economics of Education. 

 

Peer discussant: Christina Fille 

Mentor discussant: Pr. Anthony Wambugu 

Q&A from floor 
11:20 a.m. Corporal punishment and Learning outcomes: Evidence from Primary 

schools in Uganda (paper) 

Presenter: Regean Mugume 

Regean Mugume is a Research Analyst at the Economic Policy Research Centre 
(EPRC), Uganda. He is a Development Economist specializing in the areas of 
Economics of Education, employment, financial inclusion, and Trade Policy. His 
research works spans across the areas of Education, financial inclusion, Agriculture, 
social protection, and labour markets. He also possesses vast experience in the 
analysis of both Micro and Macro level data sets such as Uganda National 
Household survey (UNHS), Uganda Panel survey (UNPS), COMTRADE, UNCTAD and 
ITC Trade Map, World Bank Development Indicators among others. He has 
researched and published in areas of Education, regional trade, food security and 
digital financial inclusion. Regean is the winner of the 2023 Youth Think tankers’ 
pitching Contest by Southern Voice, a network of think tanks in Africa, Latin 
America and Asia. He has presented his research works at several international 
conferences such as the PEGNET Conference, African Economic Conference 
among others. Regean holds a master’s degree in Quantitative economics from 
Makerere University. 
 

Peer discussant: Nneka Osadolor 

Mentor discussant: Dr Oswald Koussihouèdé 

 

 

Q&A from floor 
11:45 a.m. The Long-Term Effects of Teaching At The Right Level On Learning 

Outcomes: Evidence From The Catch-Up Program In Zambia (paper) 

Presenter: Christina Fille 

Christina Fille is a Development Economist and Lecturer of Economics affiliated 
with the Institute of Social Work, Dar es Salaam. Christina holds a PhD in Economics 
from the University of Dar es Salaam and Masters of Arts in Economics from 
University of Nairobi. Christina is also a Visiting Scholar at the Center for Effective 
Global Action in the University of California, Berkeley. Her research interests are 
education, gender, women empowerment and understanding how to improve 

https://ulavaldti.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/PEP/Documents%20partages/002-%20General%20administration%20-%20AGM/2025%20AGM/PAPERS%20presentation/AFEP/Progress%20report_%20May_Regean.docx?d=w30ee6e65c1f349aab218b294109d7f4e&csf=1&web=1&e=r1gIf0
https://ulavaldti.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/PEP/Documents%20partages/002-%20General%20administration%20-%20AGM/2025%20AGM/PAPERS%20presentation/AFEP/Work%20in%20Progress_Christina%20Fille.docx?d=wead34d6a4cb441cd8e476495ada3e192&csf=1&web=1&e=Du5B0m
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girls’ educational outcomes in Sub-Saharan Africa using Impact evaluation 
methodologies.  

 

Peer discussant: Michel Armel Ndayikeza 

Mentor discussant: Carolyn Chisadza 

 

 

Q&A from floor 
  
12:10 What Happens After Catch-Up? Evidence on the Uptake of TaRL 

Teaching Practices in Regular Classrooms in Zambia (paper) 

Presenter: Paul Kakupa 

Paul Kakupa is a Lecturer and Researcher in the Department of Educational 
Administration and Policy Studies at the University of Zambia (UNZA). He holds a 
Master of Science (MSc) in Education Policy from the University of Pennsylvania, 
USA, a Master of Education (M.Ed) in Educational Administration from UNZA, and a 
Bachelor of Arts with Education (B.A.Ed) in Psychology, also from UNZA. Paul’s 
research focuses on educational effectiveness, equity, teacher quality, and school 
reform. He is particularly interested in examining the evolving roles of schools and 
higher education institutions in tackling 21st-century challenges. His work also 
explores how education policies and targeted interventions influence school 
systems, teachers’ work, and student outcomes. 
 

Peer discussant: Innocent Akampurira 

Mentor discussant: Dr Oswald Koussihouèdé 

 

 

Q&A from floor 
13:00 Break for Lunch 
 Chair: Dr Rohinton Medhora 
14:00 Assessing Linguistic Diversity and Informing Language Policy in Nigerian 

Primary Education (paper) 

Presenter: Thelma Obiakor 

Thelma is a Senior Research Fellow at the Centre for the Study of the Economies of 
Africa (CSEA). Her research focuses on inequalities in educational opportunities 
and outcomes in sub-Saharan Africa. Thelma is also a monitoring and evaluation 
expert specializing in results-based monitoring and evaluation. Her work is at the 
nexus of research, evaluation, policy, and practice. She holds a PhD from the 
London School of Economics, an MPhil from the University of Cambridge and a 
bachelor’s degree in economics from the University of British Columbia. 

https://ulavaldti.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/PEP/Documents%20partages/002-%20General%20administration%20-%20AGM/2025%20AGM/PAPERS%20presentation/AFEP/Progress%20report_%20May_Regean.docx?d=w30ee6e65c1f349aab218b294109d7f4e&csf=1&web=1&e=r1gIf0
https://ulavaldti.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/PEP/Documents%20partages/002-%20General%20administration%20-%20AGM/2025%20AGM/PAPERS%20presentation/AFEP/AFEP%20Report%20Draft%20(Thelma)_May-2025.docx?d=w42aef84e52324c379e949582ec7ea5cc&csf=1&web=1&e=0jMsQi
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Peer discussant: Etayibtalnam Koudjom 

Mentor discussant: Dr. Sahawal Alidou 

 

 

Q&A from floor 
14:25 Assessing the Impact of Preschool Education on Learning Outcomes in 

Primary School in Togo (paper) 

Presenter: Etayibtalnam Koudjom 

Etayibtalnam Koudjom, a Togolese national, is a former Research Fellow 
at the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), Sub-
Regional Office for North Africa in Rabat, Morocco. Prior to this position, 
he was a Research Fellow at the “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University in Iaşi, 
Romania. He was the laureate of the Prize for Doctoral Research in 
Economics edition 2021 at the Faculty of Economics of the University of 
Lomé, Togo. His recent research and publications in major journals focus 
on access to education and youth employment, gender inequalities, 
climate change and agricultural production, entrepreneurial education 
to address key development challenges, and human capital acquisition 
in African countries. He has also worked as a consultant for the IMF and 
FAO. Etayibtalnam holds a PhD in Economics from the University of Lomé 
and spent over a year researching at the University of Yaoundé II in 
Cameroon, thanks to the European Union’s Erasmus Mundus program. 
He is currently Associate Researcher at the Research Team in 
Agricultural and Applied Economics (ERE2A), at the University of Lomé, 
Togo. Since November 2023, Etayibtalnam Koudjom has been a 
member of the Young Economists Network of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA-YEN). 

 

Peer discussant: Regean Mugume 

Mentor discussant: Carolyn Chisadza 

 

Q&A from floor 
15:00 COFFEE BREAK 
15:15 Effect of Energy Poverty on Students Learning Outcomes at Primary 

School in Cameroon (paper) 

Presenter: Manuella Ndjakwa 

https://ulavaldti.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/PEP/Documents%20partages/002-%20General%20administration%20-%20AGM/2025%20AGM/PAPERS%20presentation/AFEP/Working%20in%20Progress%20Etayibtalnam%20Koudjom.docx?d=wcec9911c20404753a0297f8aceca92d2&csf=1&web=1&e=Y3OECb
https://ulavaldti.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/PEP/Documents%20partages/002-%20General%20administration%20-%20AGM/2025%20AGM/PAPERS%20presentation/AFEP/Manuella_Ndjakwa%20WIP.docx?d=w296ceb0db6f64e67a06940e3776370f9&csf=1&web=1&e=TC85qj
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Manuella Ndjakwa is an applied microeconomist specializing in development 
economics, entrepreneurship, welfare, and education in African countries. Her 
current research analyzes constraints to women's entrepreneurship as well as 
education access for young girls, including financial constraints, costs of 
education, and spatial disparities in energy. She received her PhD in Economics 
from the University of Dschang and a Master in Economics from the University of 
Yaounde II in Cameroon. Her work has been published in journals such as the 
African Development Review, Politics & Policy, the African Journal of Science, 
Technology, Innovation & Development, and others. Her research has been 
funded by organizations such as the Africa Economic Research Consortium 
(AERC), the Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP), and the Global Development 
Network (GDN). She is a member of several professional associations, including the 
Econometrics Society (ES), the Economist for Transformation (E4T), and the 
mentorship program of the Association for the Advancement of African Women 
Economists (AAAWE). 

 

Peer discussant: Thelma Obiakor 

Mentor discussant: Pr. Anthony Wambugu 

 

 

Q&A from floor 
15:40  The impact of school feeding program on educational outcomes: 

Evidence from Uganda (paper) 

Presenter: Innocent Akampurira 

Innocent Akampurira is the Monitoring, Evaluation, and Learning 
Manager for Building Tomorrow, where she leads the organization’s 
Monitoring, Evaluation, and Learning team. With a Bachelor’s degree 
in Mathematics and a Master’s in Statistics from Makerere University, 
Innocent brings a strong analytical background to her role. 
Previously, she served as a Building Tomorrow Fellow in Kamuli district, 
working closely with four rural schools to implement and accelerate 
learning interventions using the TaRL methodology. Her experience 
as a Learning coordinator involved supporting the roll-out of a 
randomized control trial (RCT) investigating the effects of combining 
learning interventions with capacity support for school leadership 
and community mobilization. Passionate about the growth of the 
education sector, Innocent is dedicated to driving innovation, policy 
change, and renewed curricula and pedagogies. She advocates for 
increased government funding in education and plans to pursue a 
PhD in Economics to further her research skills and contribute to 
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building evidence and knowledge in the field. In her free time, 
Innocent enjoys exploring various forms of philosophy through 
engaging conversations and reading thought-provoking books. 

 

Peer discussant: Zamangwe Zwane 

Mentor discussant: Nompumelelo Mohohlwane 

 

Q&A from floor 
16:05 Assessing the Impact of Class Size on Students' Academic Performance 

in High Student-Teacher Ratio Context: Evidence from Rwanda (paper) 

Presenter: Nneka Osadolor 

Nneka Esther Osadolor is a final year PhD candidate of Economics under the AERC 
Collaborative PhD Programme (CPP) at the University of Ibadan, Nigeria. Nneka is 
a also a lecturer at the Department of Economics, University of Benin, Nigeria. She 
is a fellow at the Center for Effective Global Action (CEGA), University of California, 
Berkeley and also a fellow of the Structural Transformation of African Agriculture 
and Rural Spaces (STAARS) program at Cornell University, Ithaca, New York. Her 
research interest focuses broadly on Development Economics, and Applied 
Microeconomics with specific focus on human capital accumulation of women 
and girls, labour markets, and poverty.  

 

Peer discussant: Paul Kakupa 

Mentor discussant: Nompumelelo Mohohlwane 

 

Q&A from floor 
16:45 Closing Remarks 

 


