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In September 8, 2000, the Philippines as member of the United Nations. 

Signed the Millennium Declaration that sought to promote concerted efforts 

towards significantly eradicating extreme poverty and hunger, achieving 

universal primary education, promoting gender equality and empowering 

women, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health, combating  

HIV/AIDS and other diseases, ensuring environmental sustainability, and 

global partnership for development, all within a fifteen-year time frame. 

 

Achieving these eight goals is not just about having a presentable set of 

socio-economic statistics and earning bragging rights in the international 

community rather achieving the MDGs means providing decent food, 

shelter and livelihood, quality education and equal access to opportunities 

to millions of people, not to mention preserving the environment for future 

generations. For a developing country such as the Philippines, the reality 

the MDGS strive against is nor hard to imagine almost seventy percent 

(70%) of our population live in poverty, informal settlers, out-of –school 

youth, mendicants and overcrowded hospitals have been a regular sight for 

most of us. Thus, while it may seem to be dramatic, achieving the MDGs 

really means saving the lives of millions of Filipinos. 



 

There have been efforts made to mainstream the MDGs in government 

programs and projects. While the National Government is responsible for 

directing and monitoring the overall progress of attaining the MDGs, the 

Herculean task of implementing plans and programs supportive of these 

goals falls on the shoulders of local government units. This is because all of 

these goals are in line with the mandates of the LGUs based on the Local 

Government Code of 1991. Borrowing a line from the movie “Spiderman, 

With great power comes great responsibility” deciding whether or not the 

Philippines will keep true to its commitment in 2015 is the call of the Local 

Government Units. This is precisely why it is imperative to educate and 

enable LGUs to localize the Millennium Development Goals. 

 

The League of Municipalities of the Philippines (LMP) has played a big role 

in advocating for the localization of the MDGs comprising the bulk of the 

LGUs in the country, the municipalities are really the ones that would 

contribute to the success or failure of achieving these goals. In 2006, The 

LMP was selected by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

as the party responsible for localizing the MDGs. The LMP has undertaken 

several projects and activities aimed at enabling the LGUs to localize the 

MDGs in order to effectively track the progress of MDGs localization a 

comprehensive monitoring tool has to be in place 

 

Initially recognizing the value of the Community-Based Monitoring System 

(CBMS), the LMP advocated the use of CBMS among its member-

municipalities. In 2006 as an added bonus to its commitment to the UNDP 

to localize the MDGs, the LMP took part in the training of its twelve (12) 



pilot municipalities on the adoption and utilization of the CBMS. The twelve 

municipalities were: Aparri, Cagayan; Luna, Apayao; Narra, Palawan; 

Jordan, Guimaras; Ajuy and Concepcion in Iloilo; Malalag, Davao del Sur; 

Kabacan, North Cotabato; Sto. Niño South Cotabato; Lantawan, Basilan 

and Kapatagan, Lanao del Sur. In the same year also, the LMP entered 

into an agreement with the Department of the Interior and Local 

Government (DILG) National Anti-Poverty Commission, the CBMS Network 

Team to establish the Municipal Poverty Database which was envisioned to 

contain the poverty-related data of municipalities generated through the 

use of the CBMS. As the repository of the CBMS data of all municipalities, 

the LMP will aid in monitoring the progress made towards achieving the 

MDGs. In addition to this, the LMP will look into inter-LGU programs and 

projects on health and education, local economic development and the 

environment, and use the data to lobby for further support to meet the 2015 

set goals. 

 

While this agreement looks promising a lot still needs to be settled and 

achieved in order for it to completely push through. For one, the CBMS 

data that the LMP has in its repository needs to be updated. Presently, the 

data with the LMP is not even half of the total data has been generated 

from the municipalities. This could be addressed through the following: 

First, determining once and for all the ownership of this CBMS data. Being 

the official organization of all the municipalities in the country, the LMP 

should have easy and complete access to the CBMS data. Second, 

establishing a clear and logical process by which data is shared among the 

parties involved in the agreement: LMP, DILG, NAPC and CBMS Network 

Team. While the municipalities have entrusted the LMP access to their 



CBMS data it would be tedious for LMP to collect individual CBMS data. 

More so, it would be counter-productive to demand form each municipality 

a letter authorizing the LMP to access its data. Let us be reminded that all 

municipalities have access a speedy communication. Being the CBMS data 

processing center, the CBMS network team should provide complete and 

updated CBMS data, both raw and processed in support of this, the LMP 

secretariat should also be capacitated on interpreting the CBMS data. As 

mentioned earlier, the LMP will look into these data as inputs to its 

advocacies towards developing the municipalities into high quality service 

providers. This would also provide the much needed direction for National 

Government Agencies because the LMP would be providing a real picture 

of what is going on in the municipalities 

 

There have been concerns regarding the CBMS data being used for 

political purposes. This is probably because the CBMS could generate 

valuable demographic information including the number of households and 

the voting population in every barangay of a city, municipality and province 

but in the absence of the CBMS, these data can easily be accessed 

because these are public information housed in public offices. With regards 

to extent of unemployment, child and maternal deaths, malnourished 

children and other information on local development, the LMP does not see 

any reason why these should be kept from public view. In fact, the extent to 

which these issues have been addressed should be the basis for 

determining whether or not our local leaders have done well during their 

term of office. These should even be the basis by which the people would 

elect their leaders. The LMP has even toyed with the idea of pushing for 



performance-based incentives for LGUs. The data from CBMS could be 

used for such purpose. 

 

If we are to be consistent in promoting transparency and accountability in 

public office then we should be more than willing to share to share this key 

information without much concern it being used for politicking. 

 

The LMP through its Mayors’ Development Center (MDC) has recently 

conducted a monitoring and evaluation of the Local Governance 

Performance Management System (LGPMS). The main agenda of the LMP 

was to push for reforms in the system designed to measure the 

performance of municipalities and other LGUs. Some of the key issues 

pertained to the ownership of the information, the process by which 

information is processed and shared, and the use of several instruments, 

by different institutions to monitor LGU performance. Prior to the conduct of 

this project, the LMP through the MDC already anticipated such concerns 

from our municipalities, that is why the idea of putting up our own municipal 

data base and performance assessment system remains an option to this 

date. We want our municipalities to be freed from inconsistent repetitive 

and costly monitoring system. We want our system to be the basis through 

which development assistances would be based. This may be costly and 

time consuming, but if nothing positive happens to the current situation, the 

LMP and MDC will have no recourse but to push through with the plan and 

bring order within its municipalities. 

 

At this point we are still giving the agencies behind this monitoring system 

enough time to consider our previous comments and suggestions. In the 



case of the community- based monitoring system the LMP is confident that 

further arrangements with the major stakeholders can be made in order to 

push through with the database. Only seven years remain before we are 

judged on whether or not we made true to our commitment. If indeed 

CBMS will be the basis by which MDG localization will be measured, no 

time should be wasted in making the necessary courses of actions. 


