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Sarangani Province had been a fervent student to learn the dynamics of excellent local 

governance since its creation in 1992. 

 

Learnings from challenges and community participation are the building blocks of 

Sarangani growth. From infancy, it did find ways to grow and develop an identity 

uniquely its own. Among these are: 

 

1. Semi-Annual Performance review and operations audit – purposely to improve 

capacity and governance. 

2. Institutionalization of community and stockholders participation in planning and 

decision making processes. 

3. Build of strategic alliances with LGUs (Municipals, Barangays and others) for 

priority concerns. Each with defined responsibility and accountability translated 

in terms of resources and manpower. 

4. Strengthening of multi-sector partnership for joint venture, resource sharing and 

co-management in the delivery of development services. 

 

From years of isolation, Sarangani in its small ways had grown with improved quality of 

governance proven by the popular support and participation of the community in various 

undertakings. 

 

On the contrary, however, national trends and statistics portray a different picture 

completely opposite from what has been reported and visible on the ground. 
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• National Statistics Coordinating Board (NSCB) official report in 2003 –

Sarangani has % poverty incidence, rank 20th in the country and 9th in Mindanao. 

• NSCB Small Area Estimate 2003, 63% poverty incidence and rank 4th in the 

country. 

• Hunger survey, NAPC 2007 –high  incidence of hunger 

• SR-MICS, UUNICEF 2006 – high incidence of cohort drop-out 

 

This is confusing – two pictures taken at the same time and place but reflect a completely 

opposite image... 

 

This prompted the leadership – with Hon. Miguel Rene A. Dominguez at the helm, to 

deeply ponder and seek for explanation that leads to the following guiding thoughts: 

 

• Trends and statistics generated through the national agency does not reflect the 

location, concentration, severity, magnitude and other relevant characterization of 

poverty that can approximate the real local situation. 

• Development investment and interventions derived from the national aggregate 

data does not guarantee direct trickle-down effect to the location of poverty or 

would be beneficiaries. 

• Public services and development intervention are urban bias and organization 

centered but poverty incidences are household-based and spread in far flung rural 

Barangays. Expectedly results will further widen the disparity and gap of poverty 

incidence especially if the tribal situation and condition is further considered. 

 

Recommended response  

To establish local databank that captures comprehensive characterization of poverty 

incidence in the province. This simply means to know where the location and 

concentration of poverty, what is its nature, characteristics and root causes in order for it 

to be tamed and reduced optimally. 

 



The Provincial Statistics Coordinating Council facilitated multi-agency consultation to 

search or develop data management systems that can address this need. 

 

The search and consultation had ended finally when on September 27, 2007 NAPC, 

headed by the Secretary himself - Hon. Domingo F. Panganiban, and conducted the 

CBMS project orientation.  

 

The province, the Governor, the Vice-Governor, the seven Municipal Mayors and other 

officials responded with overwhelming support to adopt CBMS as a data generation 

system to aid local policy, planning, and decision making processes in the province for 

responsive local governance.  

 

The following commitments were concluded: 

 

• NAPC shall be providing the system software and technical assistance in the 

generation, formulation and packaging of final output. 

• The Province committed 70% of the total Project Cost (Php 2.8 million of the 4 

million) and the supervision of the implementation. 

• The Municipalities, through their Mayors assumed the remaining 30% and the 

ground implementation of the project. 

• The Barangays officials, in the later consultation, extended their voluntary 

support be providing mobility and subsistence support to enumerators and project 

implementers. 

 

This partnership reflects an urgency and deep concern of knowing the real situation of 

every community in the province with the end in view of improving service delivery and 

reducing poverty with less wastage but optimal impact, the essence of responsive local 

governance. 

 

CBMS is schedule to be completed by April-May this year. Expectedly, this shall aid us 

in our search for responsive local governance strategy. 



To ensure the sustainability of the project  the Province has these priority initial 

considerations: 

 

• Development projects must be focus for maximum reduction of poverty 

incidences – statistics or database analysis is required. 

 

• CBMS shall be incorporated in the LGU periodic data generation updating and 

decision making processes. 

 

• Expand the indicators/parameters to generate other statistical concern of the 

province (resource, agri statistics, project report and others). 

 

• Strengthen provincial and municipal statistical coordinating councils as repository 

and authority on local statistics.      


