
The Use of CBMS as a Tool for Implementing Development Strategies* 
 

“With CBMS, there is more to gain.” 
 
Introduction 
 
MIMAROPA Region was created through Executive Order No. 108 issued by Her 
Excellency PGMA on May 17, 2002 dividing the Southern Tagalog Region into 
CALABARZON Region and MIMAROPA Region.  It is composed of the five island 
provinces of Occidental Mindoro, Oriental Mindoro, Marinduque, Romblon and Palawan.  
It has 2 cities, 71 municipalities and 1,458 barangays. 
 
As of 2000, it has a total population of 2.3 million, with 2.67 percent growth rate.  Total 
land area of the region is 27,456.01 square kilometers representing about 9 percent of the 
country’s total land area. 
 
MIMAROPA Region is a major source of agricultural products and host diverse tourist 
destinations.  It is a major producer of palay, coconut, banana, citrus, cassava, vegetables 
and marine products which can be utilized for various food/agri-processing industry.  The 
region is also the home of natural wonders, which can be tapped for tourism development.  
With these, the Regional Development Council (RDC), the highest policy and coordinating 
body in the region, adopted the following vision: to become the food basket of Metro 
Manila and CALABARZON, a gateway to Southern Philippines and a major tourism 
destination. 
 
Status of CBMS Application in Region IV-B 
 
The provinces of Palawan and Marinduque were earlier included as pilot areas of CBMS 
implementation.  Presently they are already in the fourth and second round of updating 
their CBMS, respectively.  Romblon province is in the stage of processing its first CBMS 
data.  Oriental Mindoro will start CBMS on February 12, 2008.  Occidental Mindoro is 
mobilizing resources to implement CBMS in the immediate future. 
 
Regional Implementation of CBMS 
 
On August 31, 2005, RDC IV-B during its meeting approved the use of CBMS as a 
database management system for the region.  As a commitment, all provinces signed the 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) on September 29, 2006 to implement CBMS in their 
respective provinces.  CBMS was adopted as the common database management system of 
all the LGUs to facilitate generation, processing and utilization of data for development 
planning and decision-making purposes. 
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The MOA calls for the institutionalization of CBMS to improved data banking system at 
the barangay, municipal/city, provincial and regional levels. 
 
Region IV-B Customized CBMS Questionaire 
 
MIMAROPA’s vision to become the food basket of Metro manila and CALABARZON, a 
gateway to Southern Philippines and a major tourism destination were the basis of the 
RDC IV-B’s development strategy.  The strategy focused on the development of two 
resource sectors – agriculture and tourism.  RDC considered these two sectors as twin 
engine of growth and development.  Focused intervention on these two sectors will 
maximize resource investments and potentials to boost further the economic development 
of the region. 
 
The CBMS questionnaire for MIMAROPA was customized incorporating agriculture and 
tourism indicators.  Specifically, the Household Profile Questionaire (HPQ) was modified 
since most of the households of MIMAROPA Region are located in agricultural rural areas 
but are also host to many and diverse tourism attractions.  These two resources could both 
bring economic progress in the countryside.  The customized questionnaire are now being 
used by Palawan, Marinduque and Romblon.  The intention is to establish baseline data 
and generate situational analysis of the two sectors and subsequently direct the path of the 
region’s development. 
 
For agriculture, in particular, among the additional data included in the questionaire are 
household/farm income on agriculture, number and size of farms, tenurial status, specific 
crops, livestock and fishery produced, sold and consumed, selling price, type and amount 
of expenses, support services, technology applied, equipment and farm implements. 
 
On tourism, it includes data on the type and numbers of household visitors, length of stay 
and expenses paid by visitors for the past twelve months. 
 
Strategic Importance of Regional Implementation of CBMS 
 
Currently, CBMS remains the most low cost and easy-to sustain system available that can 
generate household information that can be aggregated from barangay level up to 
provincial, regional and national levels.   
 
CBMS data can serve the missing link between national data and local data.  CBMS data 
can describe the whole region or its component provinces.  It has both spatial and 
statistical data that are useful in physical planning and disaster risk management.   As a 
new region, it is opportune for MIMAROPA to use CBMS in development planning.   
 
CBMS also presents an opportunity wherein the local communities and local government 
units shares data generation and development endeavor with national line agencies. 
 



 
Importance of CBMS in Region IV-B 
 
The use of CBMS will facilitate the following: 
 

Role of RDC in regional development planning: 
 

• Preparation, validation and monitoring of development plans; 
• Prioritization of resource and investment programming; 
• Preparation and evaluation of project proposals and monitoring of development 

projects; 
• Formulation and monitoring of macro/regional policies and strategies with concrete 

information from the ground; 
• Pinpoint specific intervention/services even at household level; 
• Basis for targeting sites on hunger mitigation; 
• Convergence strategy to mobilize LGU participation in the implementation of 

national programs on agriculture and tourism. 
• Formulation of a human development report; 
• Assess implementation of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs); and 
• Assist LGUs to monitor the effects of policies and programs of the national and 

provincial governments on socioeconomic conditions at the local level; 


