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Proposal Title

EXPERIMENTAL RESEARCH PROPOSAL

Presented to 

Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP)
By 

Name of lead researcher, other team members
&

Grant holding institution
Country
Date
Mandatory template to submit proposal of 
FIELD EXPERIMENT PROJECT 

SECTION A – PROJECT OVERVIEW AND OBJECTIVES
1. Abstract (300 words max.)

The abstract should state the main research question, the context and its relevance in terms of policy issues/needs in relation to PAGE thematic focus, complete with a brief description of the field experiment that will be designed.
	Insert your text here



2. Motivation (300 words max.)

In lay words, summarize your motivation for conducting the research the team proposes to undertake, including reference to general relevance for policy needs in terms of evidence base. 
	Insert your text here



3. Main research questions (200 words max.)
Clearly lay out the research questions that you aim to address with the field experiment. Explain why the questions are relevant ones in the context in which your study will take place. 
	Insert your text here



4. Priority theme (200 words max.)
Explain how the project fits PAGE priorities. Description of PAGE priorities are available for consultation at https://www.pep-net.org/pep-call-proposals-page-ii 
	Insert your text here




SECTION B – RESEARCH
1. Experiment description (1.500 words max.)

A good reference for this section can be found in Chapter 13 of the book “Field Experiments: Design, Analysis and Implementation”, by A. Gerber and D. Green, Norton, (2012). The main steps are summarized below.

· Describe in a single sentence the causal parameter you try to estimate. Example: “This experiment gauges the extent to which state legislators are less likely to respond to request from constituents with Hispanic surnames than to requests from constituents with Anglo surnames” (Gerber and Green, 2012)
· Explain if you expect the causal parameter of interest to have a specific sign or magnitude.

· Briefly explain the research hypothesis, the main outcomes of interests and how they will be measured.
· Describe the experiment and context in detail, including what you expect to find and why

	Insert your text here



2. Related literature (300 words max.)
2.1. Describe how the research fits into the existing literature. Explain how it contributes to existing research. 
· Cite key references, i.e. references offering literature reviews on similar research questions as well as references to similar field experiments in other contexts. 
· You full list or references should be included at the end of this document

2.2. How will your proposal contribute to closing any remaining knowledge gap and how does it complement previous research conducted on similar issues (experimental and non-experimental)?
	Insert your text here



Experiment implementation
3. Targeted population (200 words max.)

Explain which individuals are the targets of the experiment. Justify your choice.
	Insert your text here



4. Recruitment protocol and sample size (1.000 words max.)

Explain how individuals will be recruited. Describe the criteria by which individuals will be included in the experiment. Where will the experiment take place? How large is the subject pool from which you intend to select participants? 
	Insert your text here



5. Experimental protocol (1.500 words max.)

Describe in detail the experimental design:

· What is/are the treatment(s) and the incentives embedded in this(these) treatment(s)?
· Are agents’ decisions subject to strategic interactions? 
· Will you exploit within- or between- subject variations? 
· How close is the proposed experimental protocol to other designs used in the literature?
	Insert your text here



6. Timeline (300 words max.)
	Insert your text here



7. Budget outline (300 words max.)
	Insert your text here



SECTION C – CAPACITY BUILDING
1. Team composition and experience

For each research team member, please indicate (using the following tables – one per member): 

1. Age, sex, as well as relevant/prior training and experience in the issues and research techniques involved (start with team/project leader). 

· Note that PEP favors gender-mixed teams, composed of a maximum of four (4) members, at least 50% female researchers, and at least two (2) junior researchers (aged under 30), all contributing substantively to the research project. PEP also seeks gender balance in team leaders and thus positively encourages female-led research teams. 

· Each listed member must post an up-to-date CV in their profile on the PEP website – refer to “How to submit a proposal” on the call’s webpage. 

2. Benchmark and expected capacity building: 
· Describe the research capacities that each team member (and potentially her/his affiliated institutions) is expected to build through their participation in this project. This is an important aspect in the evaluation of proposals and should be presented in detail.
· What techniques, literature, theories, tools, etc. will each team member and her/his institutions learn (acquire in practice) or deepen her/his knowledge of? 
· How will these skills help each team member in their career development? 
· What are the current state of knowledge of each team member in regard to the project you are proposing?
3. Task and contributions to project: Indicate the specific tasks each team member would carry out in executing the project. 
· Note that one of the team members must be clearly identified as responsible for coordinating and reporting on the design/implementation of the projects’ policy engagement and communication strategy (see section III below). To achieve a more balanced task distribution, PEP advises to select a member other than the project leader.

Team leader
	Name
	Age
	Sex (M, F)
	Highest degree/diploma

	Name
	Age
	M/F
	Highest degree

	Training and experience
	Insert your text here

	Expected capacity building
	Insert your text here

	Contribution to project
	Insert your text here


Team member #2
	Name
	Age
	Sex (M, F)
	Highest degree/diploma

	Name
	Age
	M/F
	Highest degree

	Training and experience
	Insert your text here

	Expected capacity building
	Insert your text here

	Contribution to project
	Insert your text here


Team member #3
	Name
	Age
	Sex (M, F)
	Highest degree/diploma

	Name
	Age
	M/F
	Highest degree

	Training and experience
	Insert your text here

	Expected capacity building
	Insert your text here

	Contribution to project
	Insert your text here


Team member #4
	Name
	Age
	Sex (M, F)
	Highest degree/diploma

	Name
	Age
	M/F
	Highest degree

	Training and experience
	Insert your text here

	Expected capacity building
	Insert your text here

	Contribution to project
	Insert your text here


Team member #5
	Name
	Age
	Sex (M, F)
	Highest degree/diploma

	Name
	Age
	M/F
	Highest degree

	Training and experience
	Insert your text here

	Expected capacity building
	Insert your text here

	Contribution to project
	Insert your text here


*Standard research teams are expected to include 4 members (including the team leader) - a 5th member requires additional justification 

2.2. List of past, current or pending (non-PEP) projects in related areas involving team members, including resulting publications (If any)
Name of funding institution, title of project and related publications, list of team members involved

	Name of funding institutions
	Title of projects and related publications (link)
	Team member(s) involved

	
	Title: 
	

	
	Publication (reference): 
	

	
	Title: 
	

	
	Publication (reference):
	

	
	Title: 
	

	
	Publication (reference):
	

	
	Title: 
	

	
	Publication (reference):
	

	
	Title: 
	

	
	Publication (reference):
	

	
	Title: 
	

	
	Publication (reference):
	


2.3. List of past or current PEP-supported projects involving team members, including resulting publications 
Indicate the PEP project code, title and external (NON-PEP) publications if any, as well as those of your team members who were involved in each project. 

	Project code (e.g. PMMA-12345)
	Title of project and related external (non-PEP) publications, if any
	Team member(s) involved

	
	Title: 
	

	
	Publication (reference):
	

	
	Title: 
	

	
	Publication (reference):
	

	
	Title: 
	

	
	Publication (reference):
	


SECTION D – POLICY ENGAGEMENT
3.1. Policy relevance

3.1.1. Describe policy context and needs

Describe the specific policy issues or needs that your research aims to address; how your potential outcomes and findings may be used in policy making? Please be as precise as possible, indicating specific current or prospective policies and the specific contributions your research would make.

Also, justify timing of your research in terms of policy and socioeconomic needs and context – e.g. reference to existing, planned or potential policies at the national, regional or local level; specific political context; international examples of similar policy problems or solutions, etc. 
	Insert your text here - max 800 to 1000 words



3.1.2. Consultations to date

List the consultations that you have had with potential research users (e.g. policy makers or stakeholders) and that have helped define your research question, and/or informed you of the specific policy context described above. 

For each institution consulted, please: 

· List key (individual) representatives who participated in the consultation

· Describe the main outcome(s) of the consultation (feedback, inputs, etc.)

	Name of institution/organization #1
	Name of instit./org.

	List the key representative involved in consultations (names and titles/positions)

	· Name, title/position

· Name, title/position

	Describe main outcomes of consultation – feedback or inputs received 

	Insert your text here – max 100 words




	Name of institution/organization #2
	Name of instit./org.

	List the key representative involved in consultations (names and titles/positions)

	· Name, title/position

· Name, title/position

	Describe main outcomes of consultation – feedback or inputs received 

	Insert your text here – max 100 words




	Name of institution/organization #3
	Name of instit./org.

	List the key representative involved in consultations (names and titles/positions)

	· Name, title/position

· Name, title/position

	Describe main outcomes of consultation – feedback or inputs received 

	Insert your text here – max 100 words




3.2. Engagement strategy

3.2.1. Identify target audiences

Identify potential users of your research findings – institutions/organizations that may use your findings to inform, advise or influence policy or other relevant decision-making processes. Please explain why you believe these institutions/organizations are the most important potential users of your research, to inform relevant development/policy decisions.  
	Name of institution/organization #1
	Name of instit./org.

	Explain relevance of this user to inform key decisions

	Insert your text here – max 100 words




	Name of institution/organization #2
	Name of instit./org.

	Explain relevance of this user to inform key decisions

	Insert your text here – max 100 words




	Name of institution/organization #3
	Name of instit./org.

	Explain relevance of this user to inform key decisions

	Insert your text here – max 100 words




3.2.2. Define outreach and engagement strategy 

How, from proposal design to the dissemination of your research results, will you consult and communicate with these users to both gather their inputs and keep them informed of your project, in order to increase chances of research uptake? 

	Insert your text here – max 150 words




3.2.3. Outline your preliminary dissemination strategy 

Outline your preliminary dissemination strategy (channels, tools, events, audiences, etc.). 

Note that PEP expects grantees to disseminate information about their research work and (expected) outcomes throughout the project cycle, and not only after publication. 
	Insert your text here – max 150 words




SECTION E – OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
1. Ethic approval
Discuss ethical issues involved with the experiment. 

Does your institution require ethical approval?     .
Yes
.
No

If not, then PEP will submit your project to a “Research Ethics Review Committee (www.pep-net.org/research-ethics-review-committee) 
	Insert your text here 




2. Ethical, social, gender or environmental issues or risks in relation to your experiment (300 words max.)
	Insert your text here 




3. References and plagiarism: 

Applicants should be very careful to avoid any appearance of plagiarism. Any text of five or more consecutive words that is borrowed from another source should be carefully contained between quotation marks with a reference to the source (including page number) immediately following the quotation. It is essential that we be able to distinguish what you have written yourself from what you have borrowed from elsewhere. 

Note also that copying large extracts (such as several paragraphs) from other texts is not a good practice, and is usually unacceptable. For a fuller description of plagiarism, please refer, for example, to the following website: 

· http://writing.yalecollege.yale.edu/advice-students/using-sources/understanding-and-avoiding-plagiarism 

PEP will be using a software program to detect cases of plagiarism.

REFERENCES 

	Insert your text here 
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