
The Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP) 
is an international non-profit organization 
that links researchers globally to enhance 
local capacity for policy analysis in 
developing countries.

PEP supports policy-engaged research 
that contributes to informing national 
and international debates related 
to economic policy for inclusive and 
sustainable development.

With the support and interaction of 
world-leading experts and institutions, 
- globally-linked through this venture - 
PEP has become a hub of expertise, 
knowledge and innovation in the field of 
development economics.

What is PEP
Strengthen local capacity for high quality 
and policy-engaged research targeting 
lowest capacity and fragile contexts

Produce new and reliable evidence through 
locally-based perspectives to provide  
contextualized policy solutions to country- 
specific development issues 

Promote greater participation, visibility and  
influence of local expertise at the national 
and international levels

Build or strengthen research-policy linkages 
for sustainable impact through evidence- 
based policymaking

Objectives

www.pep-net.org

A global organization  
to build local capacity in providing 

contextualized policy solutions for 
sustainable development



Building manifold capacity
PEP has developed a unique program of manifold support and international peer review helping 
developing country researchers to produce high quality, policy-engaged research. PEP’s Grant Plus 
program provides - in addition to funding - mentoring, training, evaluation, and support to research 
teams throughout the project cycle: from project design to the publication and dissemination of results. 
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Another key feature of PEP is the variety of 
analytical perspectives and tools/techniques in 
which PEP-affiliated experts specialize, and that 
granted researchers can choose to be trained in 
via PEP support. 

PEP currently has four global thematic research 
groups - each structured around a specific method 
or perspective - that contribute to building the 
capacity of developing country researchers while 
producing knowledge and an evidence base that 
is locally relevant. 

The progress of each project’s research work is 
carefully monitored through regular contact 
with PEP resource persons (international experts 
in relevant methods and themes), as well as 
periodic research and technical progress reports. 

Thanks to this ongoing support and review 
mechanism, the evidence produced through 
PEP-supported research is guaranteed to 
meet the highest international standards of 
scientific rigor and quality, and has the unique 
trait of systematically providing a locally based 
analytical perspective.

Moreover, to ensure the policy relevance of 
PEP-supported research, grant recipients are 
required (as condition to grant payments) to 
provide evidence that key policy makers and 
stakeholders – especially at the national level 
– are being consulted with and informed of 
progress on a regular basis.

As part of the Grant Plus program, PEP provides 
teams with a series of complementary grants 
to organize or participate in activities to  
disseminate their findings and policy 
recommendations. As well as ensuring research 
outreach, these events increase the researchers’ 
exposure and builds their reputation as experts 
both nationally and internationally.

• Community-based monitoring systems
• Experimental research
• Macro-micro policy modeling
• Microeconomic analysis
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Through these various approaches, PEP research 
can explore a broad range of policy issues 
related to poverty reduction and sustainable 
development - from education and employment 
to agriculture, food security, fiscal policies, 
inclusive growth, gender equity, health, income, 
migration, etc. - while producing comprehensive 
and disaggregated analyses to address specific 
knowledge gaps and needs to inform policy.

Thematic research groups



Global scope
Since its creation in 2002, PEP has evolved into a global, multi-donor organization, with partner and col-
laborating institutions based around the world. In 2014, PEP established a global office in Nairobi, Kenya. 

By the end of 2016, PEP had contributed to building the scientific expertise of nearly 800 developing 
country researchers, 46% of whom are women, through the support of 260 research projects in 58 develo-
ping countries – mostly in Africa, Asia and Latin America, but also in Eastern Europe and the Middle-East.

The geographic scope of PEP activities is 
combined with a networking organizational  
structure to provide a unique opportunity for  
locally-based, and usually isolated, developing- 
country researchers to share and learn from  
experience with international peers. 

Thematic research groups

260+ projects - 58 countries
    36% low-income/fragile states

800+ researchers - 46% women
    35 years old average at selection

"For all participants, PEP annual 
conferences present a unique 
opportunity for global networking, 
international peer-review and 
capacity building. 

The experience also contributes 
to enhancing the researchers’ 
capacity to communicate 
research results to policymakers 
and stakeholders at the national 
level."



Impact
Capacity building, not only in analytical techniques 
but also in policy engagement and communication, 
increases the chance of evidence-based 
policymaking and sets up PEP research teams as 
local experts for policy analysis.

Results from surveys conducted between 2013 and 
2016 suggest that, among the research projects 
supported by PEP in developing countries: 

 95 % invited to discuss findings directly with policy stakeholders

Contact
PEP Global Secretariat

Duduville Campus, Kasarani
P.O. Box 30772-00100

Nairobi, Kenya    +254 (20) 8632681
info@pep-net.org      pep-nairobi@pep-net.org

60 % 
teams organize national 
policy conferences

42 % 
teams present at high-level academic 
international conferences

55 % 
reported in national news/media

Dissemination of findings
Promotion of local expertise

52 % 
researchers experience  

major career-promoting events

39 % 
events lead to  

increased involvement  
in policy processes

Policy influence

 32 % findings used to exert direct influence on policy decisions

 +20 % official statements that findings will be used for policymaking


