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Increased trade – whether it is the result of 
unilateral liberalization or bilateral, regional 
and global trade agreements – is increasingly 
accepted as key to economic growth and, 
eventually, prosperity. Yet, simultaneously, 
grave concerns are expressed with respect to 
the immediate impacts, particularly among the 
poor. The poor are seen as vulnerable to losing 
their livelihoods in the face of increased 
imports, while at the same time lacking the 
human and physical assets necessary to take 
advantage of emerging export opportunities. 
It is thus urgent that we understand in depth 
just how trade liberalization channels through 
developing country economies, changing the 
demand and prices for local goods, which in 
turn determines the relative returns to the 
different categories of labour and capital that 
generate the incomes of rich and poor alike.

In the 1990s, the International Development 
Research Centre undertook a daring and 
ambitious project to assist researchers residing 
in  developing countr ies  to  examine 
themselves the poverty impacts of the various 
macro and adjustment policies undertaken at 
that time. Among these, trade liberalization 
figured prominently. This book gathers 
together the results of studies by teams of 
researchers in eight African and Asian countries 
who jointly examined the poverty impacts of 
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the trade policies adopted throughout the 
1990s in their respective countries. By 
adopting a common methodology and 
working in close consultation, with the 
support of a team of international experts, it 
became possible to carefully compare and 
contrast the findings in this wide range of 
countries to discover important similarities 
and differences, and several surprising 
results, concerning this important issue that 
can guide future trade reforms. 
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